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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE filed 08/22/2005. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 08/22/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Throughout the response, Applicant argues that Serret-Avila does not 
teach verification of the dataset but assumes the data set is present. Applicant argues 
that Serret-Avila just extracts a signature from each block and used the signature to 
verify the content of the block from which the signature is extracted. Serret-Avila 
discloses that a fragile watermark is embedded in each data block, the fragile 
watermark containinc the signature of the orecedina block . Serret-Avila does not 
assume that the data set is present. Serret-Avila checks every block for the fragile 
watermark and uses the signature from the fragile watermark to verify the content of the 
preceding data block . The Serret-Avila method can also distinguish the first and final 
data blocks from the rest for proper verification (col. 13, lines 1-20). When a data block 
is missing, the signature of the preceding data block is also missing and, as a result, the 
system cannot verify the preceding data block. According to the Serret-Avila method, 
the data set can only be successfully verified if all of its data blocks must be present and 
none of the data blocks has been improperly modified (figures 10-1 1 and corresponding 
text). Serret-Avila further discloses using a strong watermark different than the fragile 
watermark. The verification of the strong watermark determines whether the data set 
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has been innproperly nnodified and thus, also verifies the presence of the data set 
(figures 9A-9B and corresponding text). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fornn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-7,18 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Serret-Avila (6,785,815). 

Regarding claim 1 , Serret-Avila discloses a system that is configured to receive 
one or more select data items of a plurality of data items corresponding to a data set, 
comprising: a verifier that is configured to provide a verification of a presence of the 
data set (col. 11, lines 23-29; figure 15, element 1534), via: a first verification of a 
presence of a select subset of the plurality of data items (figures 9A-9B and 
corresponding text), and a second verification of a receipt of all of the plurality of data 
items (figures 10-1 1 and corresponding text), and wherein the verifier provides the 
verification of the presence of the data set if either the first verification or the second 
verification occurs (figure 1 1 and corresponding text). 
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Regarding claim 2, Serret-Avila further discloses a renderer that is configured to 
receive the data items, and a gate, operably coupled to the renderer and the verifier, 
that is configured to selectively inhibit or allow access to an output of the renderer 
corresponding to the data item, based on the verification of the presence of the data set 
(figures 11 and 13). 

Regarding claim 3, Serret-Avila further discloses that the renderer is further 
configured to store the one or more select data items in a secure format that inhibits a 
subsequent rendering of the data Items, and the gate is further configured to allow the 
subsequent rendering of the data items from the secure format (figure 12B). 

Regarding claim 4, Serret-Avila further discloses that the system is further 
configured to provide a recording of the one or more data items (figure 1 3). 

Regarding claims 5-6, Serret-Avila further discloses that the verifier is configured 
to identify the select subset, based on a random process, and the first verification 
includes consideration of a likelihood of receiving or not the select subset of data items 
by chance occurrence (figure 9B, col. 17, lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 7, Serret-Avila further discloses that the second verification 
includes a likelihood of an inaccurate reception of the one or more data items (figures 
5A-5B). 

Regarding claim 18, Serret-Avila discloses a method of controlling a rendering of 
data items of a data set, comprising: receiving sections of the data set, conducting a 
first test for a presence of an entirety of the data set based on a receipt of randomly 
selected sections of the data set (col. 1 1 , lines 23-29; figures 9A-9B), conducting a 
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second test for the presence of the entirety of the data set based on a receipt of a 
quantity of different sections of the data set (figures 10-11; col. 17, lines 39-43), and 
controlling the rendering of the data items in dependence upon a result of either the first 
or second test (figure 11). 

Regarding claim 20, Serret-Avila further discloses that each section further 
includes a section identifier, and the section identifier is included in each section as one 
or more watermarks (col. 20, lines 47-63). 

Regarding claim 21 , Serret-Avila further discloses a fragile watermark that is 
configured such that a modification of the section causes damage to the fragile 
watermark, and a robust watermark that is configured such that a removal of the robust 
watermark causes damage to the associated section (col. 20, lines 47-63). 

Regarding claim 22, Serret-Avila further discloses that the data items correspond 
to at least one of digitally encoded audio content, and digitally encoded video content 
(col. 11, lines 23-28). 

Regarding claim 23, Serret-Avila further discloses conducting a test includes 
verifying a random selection of the different sections of the data set (col. 20, lines 26- 
39). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8-17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Serret-Avila as applied to claims 1 and 18 above, and further in view of Oshima et 
al (6,266.299). 

Regarding claims 8-9, Serret-Avila further discloses that each data item of the 
plurality data items Includes one or more sections, thereby forming a plurality of 
sections comprising the data set, each section of the plurality of sections including a 
section identifier corresponding to the section (figure 4A; col. 20, lines 47-63) and the 
first verification is based on one or more responses to requests for specific sections of 
the plurality of sections (figures 9A-9B). 

Serret-Avila does not disclose utilizing a data set identifier corresponding to the 
data set. Oshima discloses utilizing a data set identifier as a watermark (col. 7, lines 1- 
7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the Serret-Avila system to utilize a data set identifier as a 
watermark, as taught by Oshima, so that the origin of illegal copies could be determined . 
from the watermark. Accordingly, the data set identifier is included in each section. 

Regarding claim 10, Serret-Avila further discloses a fragile watermark that is 
configured such that a modification of the section causes damage to the fragile 
watermark, and a robust watermark that is configured such that a removal of the robust . 
watermark causes damage to the associated section (col. 20, lines 47-63). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Serret-Avila further discloses that the data items correspond 
to at least one of digitally encoded audio content, and digitally encoded video content 
(col. 11, lines 23-28). 

Regarding claims 12-15, Serret-Avila further discloses that each data item of the 
plurality data items includes one or more sections, thereby forming a plurality of 
sections comprising the data set, each section of the plurality of sections including a 
section identifier corresponding to the section (figure 4A; col. 20, lines 47-63) and the 
second verification is based on a number of different sections received, compared to a 
total number of sections comprising the data set (figures 10-11 ; col. 17, lines 34-43). 
Serret-Avila does not disclose utilizing a data set identifier corresponding to the data set 
for verification. Oshima discloses utilizing a data set identifier corresponding to a data 
set as a watermark for verification (col. 7, lines 1-7; col. 35, lines 40-63). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Serret-Avila system to utilize a data set identifier corresponding to the data 
set as a watermark for verification, as taught by Oshima, to prevent reproduction of 
digital signal stored on illegal disks. Accordingly, the data set identifier is included In 
each section. 

Regarding claim 16, Serret-Avila further discloses a fragile watermark that is 
configured such that a modification of the section causes damage to the fragile 
watermark, and a robust watermark that is configured such that a removal of the robust 
watermark causes damage to the associated section (col. 20, lines 47-63). 
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Regarding claim 17, Serret-Avila does not disclose via a verification of a 
correspondence among identifiers of the data set in each of the received data items. 
Oshima discloses a verification of a correspondence among identifiers of a data set in 
each of the received data items (col. 7, lines 1-7; col. 35, lines 40-63). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Serret-Avila system such that the verifier provides a verification of a 
correspondence among identifiers of the data set in each of the received data items, as 
taught by Oshima, to prevent reproduction of digital signal stored on illegal disks. 

Regarding claim 19, Serret-Avila discloses conducting a test using a section 
identifier that is included in each section of the data set. Serret-Avila does not disclose 
conducting a test to verify a data set identifier that is included in each section of the data 
set. Oshima discloses conducting a test to verify a data set identifier included in data 
items of a data set (col. 7, lines 1-7; col. 35, lines 40-63). It would have been obvious to . 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Serret- 
Avila system to conduct a test to verify a data set identifier of the data set, as taught by 
Oshima, to prevent reproduction of digital signal stored on illegal disks. Accordingly, the 
data set identifier is included in each section. 

Conclusion 

7. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
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application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dinh whose telephone number is 571-272-3802. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct!uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HO 

Minh Dinh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 32 



MD 

10/24/05 




GiLBERTO BARRON Tfi. 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



